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Conventional  pollutants  and  municipal  programs

have  been  completed  and  these  along  with  changes  in  the  lake  chemistry  that  have  resulted  from  the  shut  down  of  the  Honeywell  

in   sewage   treatment   at   the   Metropolitan  
Sewage  Treatment  Facility  on  the  south  shore  
of   the   lake   and   discharging   directly   into   the  

Progress with Onondaga Lake

—Continued  on  Page  2—

Support Our Work
Atlantic States Needs Your Help

Given the current economic climate, ASLF’s !nancial resources are 
shrinking— show you support our work by donating to Atlantic 
States Legal Foundation, Inc. 

Use the “Donate Now” button at www.aslf.org or 
www.onondagalake.org, or send a check to the address above. 

Contributors of $100.00 or more will receive an autographed copy 
of Peter Thompson’s most recent book Freshwater Game Fish of 
North America, an Illustrated Guide published by Fly Rod & Reel 
Books of Camden, Maine. Peter Thompson is a local artist and an 
Environmental Educator at ASLF.
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have   largely   been   taken   care   of  with   a   large   expenditure  
to   build   sophisticated   treatment   to   deal   with   phosphorus  
and  ammonia  and  with  an  ultra-violet  disinfection  system  

there   is  now  a   state  of   the   art  mathematical  model  being  
prepared  in  an  extended  peer  reviewed  process  that  is  much  
behind  schedule  that  will   lead  towards  data  necessary  for  

As  for  the  sewers,  some  progress  has  been  made  and  raw  

getting   into   the   tributaries   and   hence   into   the   lake  when  

much   community   and   technical   opposition,   the   Midland  

leadership   have   now   prevailed   and   the   other   three   RTFs  
have   been   cancelled   and   a   new   plan   that   makes   use   of  
environmentally   friendly   green   infrastructure   substituted  

Long   negotiations   by   the   three   parties   has   now   resulted  
in  a  new  revised  settlement  agreement  that  was  presented  
to   federal   court   in   late   September   and   after   unanimous  
approval   by   the   Onondaga   County   legislature   approved  

Consent  Judgment  the  County  will  no  longer  have  to  build  
the  RTFs,   but  will   have   to   construct   green   infrastructure  
and   some   underground   storage   units   (so-called   grey  

detailed  plans  with  tight  construction  timetables  have  to  be  
prepared,  and  ASLF  gets  a  more  active  role  in  carrying  all  

active  for  many  years  working  with  DEC  and  the  County  
to   improve   this   permit   and   the   current   draft   appears   on  

should   enable   provisions   of   the   Clean   Water   Act   to   be  
fully  implemented  and  will  result  in  a  greatly  rehabilitated  

For   the   language   of   the   Stip   and   more   details   of   the  

The  Long  Term  Future  of  Onondaga  Lake

With   design   of   remedial   measures   well   underway   and  
dredging  of   lake  bottom  sediments   scheduled   to  begin   in  
2012,  the  time  has  come  to  look  to  the  long-term  future  for  

to   say  nothing  of   the  deposition  of  3000  acres  of  Solvay  
waste   in   the   Lake   and   on   the   uplands,   has   profoundly  

To   create   a   long   term   vision   for   Onondaga   Lake,   it   is  
important  to  begin  with  an  understanding  of  the  habitat  that  

Lake  is  a  dynamic  ecosystem,  which  is  in  continuous  change  

activity   including   the   Metropolitan   Sewage   Treatment  

during  the  remedial  process  do  not  preclude  achievement  of  

the  Lake  should  be  determined  as  a  public  policy  decision  

Atlantic States Explores 
E-Waste Recycling

Atlantic   States   Legal   Foundation   is   exploring   ways   to  

this  endeavor   is  Professor  Craig  Watters  and   the  students  
from   two  of   his   entrepreneurship   classes   at   the  Syracuse  

Watters  and  his  students  have  been  working  on  this   issue  

“Progress  on  Onondaga  Lake”—Continued  from  Page  1
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Many  common  electronic  products,  including  cell  phones,  
personal   computers,   televisions,   and   other   audio   and  

simplest  example  is  lead,  which  is  contained  in  the  glass  of  
televisions  and  computer  monitors,  and  in  the  solder  used  

Currently,   most   electronic   waste   (called   “E-waste”   for  

and   regulations   to   prevent   certain   types   of  E-waste   from  

Furthermore,  most   of   the  E-waste   that   is   prevented   from  
entering   those  conventional  waste  streams   is   instead  sold  
in  bulk  and   shipped  overseas,  mainly   to  China  and  other  

and  the  bulk  of  the  waste  is  incinerated  for  cheap,  unclean  

environmental   implications   from   this  manner   of   disposal  

E-waste  contains  a  wealth  of  other  metals,  some  of  which  

current  high  commodity  prices  for  these  metals  has  created  

A  handful  of   facilities  have  been  built,  mainly   in   the  US  
and  Japan,  which  use  physical  and  chemical  processes   to  
reclaim   the   valuable   metals   contained   in   E-waste,   while  
at   the   same   time   ensuring   that   the   remaining   materials  

for   building   a   similar   facility   here   in   Syracuse,   in   order  

electronics  in  the  local  community,  and  serve  the  broader  
region  as  an  environmentally-friendly,  socially-responsible  

Atlantic States Participates 
in 2009 NY State Fair

ASLF  presented  an  exhibit  explaining  Green  Infrastructure  

Environmental  Conservation  and  the  exhibit  was  funded  by  
the  Onondaga  County  Department  of  Water  Environment  

cross-section   of   local   residents   about   rain   gardens,   rain  
barrels,  porous  paving  materials,  and  current  environmental  

  ASLF Office Upgrades

States  Legal   Foundation   and  Fund  For  The  Environment  
set   in  motion  a  series  of  events  from  which  we  are  about  

automatically-triggered   sprinkler   system   caused   water  

The  recovery  process  started  immediately,  with  a  contractor  

excellent  carpenter  and  crew  completed  the  rehabilitation  
of   the   damaged   rooms   and   the   ruined   carpeting   was  
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A   rain   garden   was   installed   at   the  

phase  of  a  long-term  plan  to  incorporate  green  infrastructure  
at  the  facility  with  environmental  education  programs  and  

(ASLF)   and   the  Dunbar  Association   funded   by   the  NYS  

ASLF   landscape   designer  Alex   Shisler   did   the   planning,  

only  reduce  the  amount  of  stormwater  running  off-site  while  

visible,   low   maintenance,   experimental   demonstration  

be  incorporated  into  a  larger  green  infrastructure  network  

Hope  4  Us  Housing,  a  local  contractor,  used  the  garden  as  
a  green  component  of  a  construction  training  program  for  

local  residents  hired  by  the  program  learned  the  concept  of  
the  garden  and  its  construction  in  a  classroom  setting,  then  
excavated   it   by  hand   and   amended   the   soil   by  mixing   in  

The  planting  and  mulching  of  the  garden  was  incorporated  

into  a  larger  after-school  environmental  education  program  
at  the  Dunbar  Association  for  students  10-13  years  in  age,  

to   the   environment,   the   youth   planted   a   wide   variety   of  
native   trees   and   perennials   selected   by   and   purchased  

with  previous  experience  planting  rain  gardens,  guided  and  

The  result  of  these  efforts  is  a  garden  rich  in  its  number  and  
diversity  of  plants  and  trees  which,  with  future  monitoring,  
will   indicate  which   plants   do   best   in   rain   gardens   in   our  

Many  important  lessons  have,  and  will  be,  learned  through  

Deconstruction is   the   disassembly  
of   a   building   in   the   opposite   order   that   it  was   originally  
constructed   and   is   a   strategy   for   removing   unwanted  
structures,   salvaging   usable   materials,   and   creating  

retail   outlet   for   those   salvaged  materials-   the   reStore   on  

Building   deconstruction   is   not   a   new   idea;;   historically  

currently  being  used  as  an  alternative  to  demolition,  with  a  

Dunbar Rain Garden Completed
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  Atlantic   States   Legal   Foundation   recently   completed   a  
feasibility   study   on   the   formation   of   an   environmental  

the  Environmental  Protection  Agency,   is  part  of  ongoing  

The   report   focused   on   the   two   aspects   of   the   education  
program:   the   construction   of   a   creek   walk   and   the  
establishment   of   an   outdoor   classroom   for   schools  

from  Bishop  Ludden  High  School  east  to  George  Fowler  
High   School,   with   the   goal   of   eventually   extending   the  

of  the  creek  walk,  and  surveyed  the  surrounding  area  for  

Atlantic  States  also  looked  at  the  possibility  of  constructing  
one   or   more   shorter   creek   walks   in   particularly   scenic  

between   Bishop   Ludden   and  Westhill   High   School,   the  

creek   between   Grand   Avenue   and   South   Wilbur   Street  

analysis  was  conducted  on  the  Rowland  Street  Site,  which  
possesses   the  potential   to  be   converted   into   an   inclusive  

The  construction  of  a  creek  walk  would  be  supplemented  

States  worked  with  several  teachers  from  Bishop  Ludden  
High  School,  Westhill  High  School,  Delaware  Elementary,  
and  George  Fowler  High  School  to  evaluate  the  potential  

Although   the  study   is  only  a  preliminary  analysis  on   the  
feasibility   of   implementing   a   creek   walk   and   outdoor  

create  a   rare  opportunity   for   city   residents   to  experience  
the   natural   environment,   but   it   would   increase   public  
knowledge  and  concern  for  the  brook,  therefore  stimulating  

ASLF Completes Feasibility on Environmental Education 
Strategy for Harbor Brook

The  scale  of  this  problem  and  the  potential  opportunity  
that   abandoned   buildings   represent   necessitates  

safely   completed,   while   using   both   present   and  

Given  that  the  city  eventually  becomes  the  owner  of  
many  unwanted  structures,  the  task  of  deconstruction  

creation  and  training,  material  recycling  and  salvage,  
economic   development,   and   support   for   community  

becomes  an  opportunity  to  reinvest  in  our  communities  
to  create  opportunity  from  what  otherwise  would  be  

Above:



Atlantic States Legal Foundation (ASLF) was established in 1982 to provide a#ordable 
legal, technical and organizational assistance to individuals, community groups, and 
other Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs), as a way to e#ectively remediate 
threats to the natural environment. Throughout the 1980s and early 1990s, ASLF was 
the principal NGO utilizing the citizen suit provision of the Clean Water Act as a means 
of forcing polluters to cease the desecration of America’s waterways. During that time, 
and continuing today, we worked cooperatively with local environmental groups and 
attorneys throughout the United States to deter polluters, and would-be polluters, in a 
national litigation campaign. 

In the early 1990s, ASLF also became known as the lead NGO in the national campaign 
forcing industries to disclose the extent and volume of toxic materials stored at individual 

facilities. As a result of a 1998 U.S. Supreme Court decision, continued work under this program has become somewhat curtailed. 
However, our previous e#orts resulted in a vast number of industries becoming accountable to their residential neighbors in 
relation to potential risks to otherwise uninformed communities. 

As ASLF grew, and as the nation’s environmental problems and solutions have become more complex, we have been focusing 
a greater portion of our time and energy providing technical assistance to groups and individuals with speci!c environmental 
concerns. We participate extensively in stakeholder negotiations, scienti!c and technical review and consulting, and community 
education programs. Our sta# scientists work in conjunction with leading experts in the !elds of wastewater and mechanical 
engineering, GIS mapping, chemistry, biology, geology, hydrology, toxicology, and risk assessment, in order to provide a#ordable, 
accessible technical expertise to communities in need.
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